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​Greetings!​

​When you receive this newsletter, Thanksgiving will be over and Christmas will be​
​speedily on the way. However, I like to remember that Christmas can also be about​
​blessings.​

​This year I invite us to consider that the holidays aren’t really about things. Christmas​
​isn’t really about buying lots of presents for people that already have enough anyway.​
​The true meaning of the HOliday is Celebrating God’s greatest Gift.  His Son, freely​
​given to us all.  Your Christmas can be right and joyful - despite your checkbook​
​balance - if you are able to spend time with family and friends.​

​This month, our church will offer many chances to celebrate and remember the real​
​reason for the season. Our Sunday morning worship services will be about The​
​Hanging of the Greens, Finding Peace this Season, and enjoying the music of​
​Christmas.​

​I also will be offering a special study for Advent. It is called “Christmas in the Four​
​Gospel Homes” by Cynthia M. Campbell. It compares how the Christmas story is​
​presented in each of the four gospels.  The study will take place on Sunday mornings​
​@11:30am during Sermon Discussion.​

​This holiday may you indeed realize how many blessings you have to count!​

​Merry Christmas!​

​Blessings,​
​Pastor Leila​

​2​



​There will be two opportunities for your family to worship and​
​celebrate the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve this year.​

​If you would like to volunteer to help with the service by reading,​
​ushering, etc., please contact the office​

​December 24th Worship Times​

​5:30pm Family Friendly Christmas Eve Worship​

​11:00pm  Traditional Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship​

​A Blue Christmas​

​“Walking Through Grief Together”​

​Join with others Sunday, December 14th​

​at 7 pm in the sanctuary.​
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​December 5th & 6th Christmas Past Line-Up​

​Friday Dec. 5th​

​Hot Cocoa, Craft & Photo Booth - 5-8pm​

​(Hot cocoa needed - please drop off donations by Friday morning)​

​Saturday Dec. 6th​

​Candy Sale - 8-noon​

​(Please have donated candy to the church by 5pm on Dec 5th)​

​Soup Supper - 5-7pm​

​(Please have labeled donations to the kitchen by Wednesday, Dec 3rd)​

​Please sign up to help fill shifts!​

​Soup Supper volunteer shifts:​
​https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/60252027/slots/​

​High school age youth can use their volunteer shift as silver cord hours.​

​Soup ingredients still needed:​
​https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4AADA82AA4F58-59993104-soup#/​

​Please drop off no later than Wednesday, December 3rd!​

​We cannot do this without you!​
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​Birthday Party for Jesus​

​Who:​​Everyone​

​When​​: December 21st​

​Where​​: WBUMC​

​3:00pm:​​Join us in Fellowship Hall for snacks, cake, games and activities​
​to celebrate the Birth of our Savior!​

​Make sure to stay after to go caroling as a family! See article below ⇓​

​CAROLING​​SUNDAY​​DECEMBER​​21ST!​

​The​​choir​​plans to go caroling the afternoon of Sunday, December 21st at​
​1:30 p.m.  We would love to have anyone who enjoys singing and bringing​
​the joy of Christmas to others to join us.  Our plan is to sing at three local​

​facilities in West Liberty, Tipton and West Branch.  We will then be hosted by​
​Linda and Dennis Albrecht in their home for supper!   It is a wonderful​

​afternoon and evening to share our traditional Christmas carols and holiday​
​songs with others and have fun and fellowship, too.  Please join us!  Contact​

​Nancy with questions at (319) 321-5830.​

​The​​youth​​plan to go caroling with our families at 4pm​
​the afternoon of Sunday, December 21st, meet in Fellowship Hall.​

​We plan to head to Crestview to begin.​
​One or two groups will go throughout the town and spread holiday cheer!​

​We would love to have youth and their families participate!​
​Hot dogs and hot cocoa at the church after caroling.​

​Let Ashley, Katie or Jen know if you plan to join!​
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​Wednesday Night Discipleship Schedule:​

​5:30pm- PreK-6th Grade Classes meet in classrooms​
​6:10pm- Family Worship in sanctuary​

​6:30pm- Supper in Fellowship Hall​
​**(Parent required for students 5th grade and under)**​

​7:00pm-8:00pm- 7th-12th Grade Youth Group​

​There is going to be a school concert on Dec. 10​​th​ ​so we have canceled WND for​
​that night. We will be having regular class on December 3​​rd​ ​& 17​​th​ ​and a Birthday​

​Party for Jesus will be held before caroling on Sunday December 21​​st​​.​

​You and your family are invited to Christmas Eve Worship on Dec. 24th at 5:30pm​
​or 11:00pm. You are welcome to bring your kiddos in their PJ’s.​

​There will be no WND on Dec 24​​th​ ​or 31​​st​​. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!​

​We’ll resume in the new year on January 7​​th​​.​

​WALMART WISH LIST​ ​WBUMC AMAZON WISH LIST​

​Visit our WND office and supper supply wish list links below to help support this ministry​

​Pioneer Christmas​
​Join us on December 8​​th​ ​at 6:30pm!​

​The United Women in Faith invite you to their annual Christmas gathering.​
​This year we’ll be stepping back in time to see how the Pioneers celebrated​
​the birth of our Savior. We hope you will join us in taking a little time this​
​Holiday season to slow down and remember how a simpler Christmas can​

​help us remember the true reason for the season.​
​Questions? Contact Katie Sabourin​
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​If you would like to purchase and dedicate a​​Poinsettia​​for the​
​sanctuary in memory of or in honor of a loved one, please​
​order by​​Sunday, December 7th​​. Cost is $14.  Sign ups are​
​located throughout the church. Please fill out one per​
​plant/dedication and place it in the box outside of the office.​

​Staff Stockings & Appreciation Throughout the Year​
​SPRC has placed staff stockings by the nametags in the entry way. Below are​

​some of our staff's favorite things and some things they can’t have.  Please reach​
​out to Jeff Johannsen, Lori Waters, or Jennifer Herring with any questions.​

​Lets bless our staff!​

​Pastor Leila​ ​Ashley​ ​Katie​ ​Maggie​

​Birthday​ ​May 9th​ ​May 24th​ ​January 29th​ ​September 15th​

​Color​ ​Pink/Red​ ​Green​ ​Green​ ​Bright colors​

​Allergies/​
​Dislikes​

​Nuts​ ​Chocolate & Eggs​ ​Nuts and Fruit mixed​
​with Chocolate​

​Coconut/Chocolate​
​covered fruits​

​Sweet treat​ ​Chocolate Chip​
​Cookies​

​Dot’s honey mustard​
​pretzels & Caramels​

​Chocolate ice cream​ ​Homemade cinnamon​
​& pecan rolls​

​Salty treat​ ​Potato Chips​ ​Jerky​ ​White cheddar​
​cheetos puffs​

​Popcorn​

​Candy​ ​Anything chocolate​ ​Toffee (no chocolate)​ ​Milk chocolate​ ​Dark chocolate​

​Dessert​ ​Chocolate cake​ ​Cinnamon rolls​ ​Tiramasu​ ​Angel food cake,​
​cream pies​

​Drink​ ​Pepsi​ ​Branch Out​ ​Serving Cafe​ ​Hot chocolate or water​

​Coffee​ ​No​ ​Starbucks​ ​Dunkin​ ​The Serving Cafe​

​Restaurant​ ​Serving Cafe, Herb’s​
​or Lindo​

​Blackstone  or​
​Mexico Lindo​

​Mexico Lindo or​
​Serving Cafe​

​Homestyle restaurant​
​with natural foods​

​Shop​ ​Amazon & Local WB​ ​Amazon & Local WB​ ​Costco & Amazon​ ​New Pioneer Co-op​
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​The 9:00 Bible Study led by​
​Linda Stoolman will be reading,​

​Embracing Advent by Jen Ludwig​
​during the Advent season.​

​CELEBRATION TIME for MISSIONS!​

​Our Harvest Auction was a 'Fun' and 'Fund' time!​
​We share a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated items!  Around 50​

​people enjoyed Walking Tacos and homemade bars for lunch.​

​We had 21 items on the Silent Auction and 36 items for the Live​
​Auction.  The spirit of mission support was in high gear with 27​
​bidders.  The final report of our day's activities was $539.50 for​

​Silent Auction, $1836. for the Live Auction, and $241 for the meal free​
​will offering.  The Harvest Auction's Grand Total was $2616.50.  These​
​funds will support missions in West Branch, Iowa and around the world!​

​(Watch for a complete list in next month's Singing Tower.)​

​The West Branch UMC has been truly blessed with such an outpouring,​
​generous commitment to missions.  The Missions Committee humbly says​

​"Thank You" - Give God the Glory!!​
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​News from the Iowa City Area Circuit​

​The Iowa City Area Circuit consists of nine United Methodist churches: Iowa City​
​First UMC, St. Marks UMC, Coralville UMC, North Liberty UMC, Solon UMC, Tiffin​
​UMC, Sharon Center UMC, Springdale UMC and West Branch UMC.  The pastors of​
​these churches meet monthly to support and encourage each other in their spiritual​
​growth, and in their efforts to live their calling and ministry in the Iowa Conference.​
​There is also a Lay Circuit, which consists of a lay person from each of these churches.​
​I am West Branch’s lay person, and I attend the monthly meetings of our Lay circuit.​
​We covenant to  support each other in relation to our spiritual lives, and as members of​
​our particular United Methodist church.  Several times a year the two groups meet​
​together to share in fellowship and communicate their interests and concerns related to​
​the United Methodist Church in general, or in our particular circuit or church.  This idea​
​came about after our Conference districts got so big that a District Superintendent could​
​no longer work closely with the number of churches in her/his district.​

​This is merely a background introduction to the NEWS I am sharing with you​
​today.  Our Circuit is holding a special event!​ ​Songs of the Journey: An Epiphany​
​Celebration​​is coming up!  You are invited to join in a​​HYMN Sing and Fellowship​​on​
​Sunday, Jan. 4, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at the Coralville United Methodist Church.​

​Why?  Because every journey  is made lighter when love walks beside us!  At the​
​end of our 2025 Christmas experience we might be frazzled, and may have forgotten​
​the inexpressible joy of the rebirth of Christ in our hearts. This party focuses on the real​
​reason for Christmas.  The joy and awe of the message of God’s love, expressed in the​
​birth of a human child who is also divine.​

​We sincerely invite you to come sing Christmas hymns and​
​feast on holiday treats we share with each other.  Meet old friends​
​and make new ones!  Fellowship with other believers, who know the​
​real reason for the season.​

​If you would like to come but need a ride, speak to Pastor Leila​
​or Barb Wilcox.  We’ll make sure you are taken care of.  To help you​
​use your GPS, Coralville UMC’s address is: 806 13th Avenue,​
​Coralville, IA.​

​AGAIN!  YOU are INVITED to remember the joy and hope that we love.​
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​WBUMC’s Financial Ins & Outs​

​January​ ​February​ ​March​ ​April​ ​May​

​Income:​ ​$19,406.00     $12,236.00      $10,179.15​ ​$11,058.25    $8,846.77​

​Expenses:    $23,093.41​ ​$14,820.98      $14,905.35​ ​$17,489.90    $14,936.65​

​June​ ​July​ ​August​ ​September      October​

​$20,367.00​ ​$14,814.00    $8,321.00     $16,266.99   $15,018.85​

​$13,118.12​ ​$18,576.07   $15,636.00   $​​14,365.66   $19,831.78​

​ONGOING GROUP DATES FOR YOUR CALENDARS:​
​If you would like more information on these groups below, visit our​

​website:​ ​Ministry-Menu-Brochure-202​​5​
​●​ ​LIFE GROUP - meets once a month​

​●​ ​C.U.P.S.  - meets each Tuesday 9:30-11 am​
​●​ ​Thursday Bible Study meets weekly at 7pm​

​●​ ​West Branch Seniors Potluck​​- 3rd Monday of every month, 12-1pm​
​●​ ​Prayers and Squares meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:30pm​

​●​ ​Mary/Martha Fellowship meets the second Thursday of the month at 1:30pm​
​●​ ​BedMats meets the 2nd & 4th Monday of the month at 1:30pm​
​●​ ​9am small group meets every Sunday morning prior to Worship​

​●​ ​Sermon discussion group meets each Sunday after fellowship at 11:30​
​●​ ​Sunday Fellowship​​- fellowship hall after 10 am worship​​ALL are invited!​
​●​ ​United Women In Faith meets as needed dependant on the time of year​

​●​ ​Round Table meets on the first Thursday of the month​
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​JOYS, PRAYERS AND CONCERNS​
​CONCERNS AND THOSE NEEDING PRAYERS:​

​Bob and Rosamond Cumings​
​Family of Joan Gibson following her passing​
​Tom Anderson’s niece, Laura Williams’ breast​
​cancer diagnosis​
​Diane Rotter’s recovery​
​Barb Wilcox health​
​Bob and Rosamond health​
​Mark Scharnweber health​
​Jodi Havill health​
​Martha Luke recovery from hip surgery​
​Phyllis Langenhan’s family in her passing​
​Sara Hayward, Lynn Patrick’s sister A Fib​
​Dynie Meyer, Lynn Patrick’s sister breast​
​cancer​
​Sara Oswald’s brother Billy Carter’s recovery​
​Pastor Leila and family in the loss of her​
​mother,  Betty Ann Blackburn​
​The recovery of a youth member of WND​
​Corr’s daughter, Amber’s recovery​
​Galen Patrick, Lynn’s brother treatment for​
​leukemia​
​Cousins’ family member cancer​
​Maggie Mowery’s friend Angela​
​Maggie Mowery and her parents​
​Todd Stoolman​
​Sharon Castelda, Ron Cousins’ sister​
​Katie Herring's health​
​Amanda Polson-Tinebra, Patrick’s​
​granddaughter​
​New members & Our Church Family​
​Students and teachers​
​Board, Staff and Pastor​

​OUR NATION AND WORLD:​

​Those affected by Natural Disasters​
​Those affected by violence​
​Those struggling with mental health​
​Missionaries​
​All in conflicts and countries in crisis​
​Ukraine, Israel, Gaza and Lebanon​
​Civil unrest in our country​
​Our National, State, and Local governments​
​Safety of servicemen, women & their families​

​SENIORS WITHIN OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY:​

​Crestview: Audrey Kofoed, Laura Slach​
​Tipton Cedar Manor:  Clarence Crew​
​Tipton Prairie Hills:  Ken Mather​
​West Liberty Simpson Home/Heath Manor:​
​Lucine Morrison​
​Bridgewater: Chris Rushton​
​North Liberty with her daughter: Bette Potter​
​Atrium Village Hills: Ruth Lathrop​

​Those who are caregivers​
​Those walking the road of recovery​
​Those grieving for loved ones​
​Family members going through transition​
​Volunteers: school, community, and church​

​Would you like to contact a patient at UIHC?​
​https://uihc.org/send-letter-hospitalized-patient​

​Prayer Cards are located in your pews.​
​Please share your joys with us along with​

​your concerns. Be sure to note if this request​
​is to be kept confidential or if you would like​

​it to be shared with CUPS, Prayer Team and/or​
​added to the prayer list. Please have received​

​permission for a name to be shared.​
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​Happy Birthday!​

​1​ ​Hannah Schott​
​2​ ​Holly Searson​
​2​ ​Wesley Neuberger​
​3​ ​Jordan Leith​
​4​ ​Jess Burger​
​4​ ​Lucan Botsford​
​5​ ​Kathy Hoskins​
​6​ ​Dora Stoolman​
​9​ ​Kevin Knoche​
​10​ ​Grant Vincent​
​10​ ​Julianne Jensen​

​10​ ​Julie Bridges​
​12​ ​Katie Herring​
​13​ ​Wendy Fowler​
​13​ ​Becca Haganman​
​15​ ​Tammy Sexton​
​15​ ​Myrt Sexton​
​16​ ​Kyle Jones​
​18​ ​Jackie Hazelett​
​19​ ​Ciara Warden​
​20​ ​Carol Thomas​
​22​ ​Janet Woody​

​25​ ​Chris Rushton​
​25​ ​Madison Connell​
​25​ ​Lucas Lamont​
​26​ ​Katie Laughlin​
​26​ ​Austin Perks​
​27​ ​Rhonda Leith​
​28​ ​Betty Orr​
​28​ ​Cindy Kusick​
​29​ ​Chris Olney​
​30​ ​Rachel Morrison​
​30​ ​Marisa Herring​
​31​ ​Peggy Herman​

​Your Church Staff & Contact Information​
​Office​​#: 319-643-5489​

​Pastor​​: Pastor Leila Blackburn​
​leila.blackburn@iaumc.net​

​515-825-8430​

​Youth Ministry Coordinator:​
​kjsabourin@gmail.com​

​Katie Sabourin 319-530-3963​

​Office Administrator:​
​Ashley Kaalberg​

​Westbranchumc@gmail.com​

​Music Director​​:​
​123maggie9@gmail.com​

​Maggie Mowery 319-321-5178​

​Or Visit our website at​​www.westbranchumc.org​

​OFFICE HOURS:​

​Ashley’s office hours are Wednesdays 9am - noon. She can be reached at​
​Westbranchumc@gmail.com anytime.​

​In Person Worship Service @10:00 am Sundays​
​Watch online live or at your convenience!​

​https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMuP-ZY4cXONtAp5t6lHFkg​

​WBUMC - 203 N. Downey St - PO Box 750 - West Branch, IA 52358​

http://www.westbranchumc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMuP-ZY4cXONtAp5t6lHFkg

