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“Love God, Love People” 

 



Greetings!   
 

Happy 2026!  Can you believe it is time for a New Year already? 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 gives us some advice for the New Year.  It says, “Be thankful 

in all circumstances, or this is God’s will for you who belong to Jesus Christ.” 
Now I know it is hard to be thankful for everything that happens(!) But, as 

Christians, we are truly blessed and should be grateful more than one month a 
year.  

 
To help us with that, let me share this list with you from Holly Crawford: 

Things to Be Grateful for All Year Long   
1.​     An answered prayer 
2.​     Friends who are like family 
3.​     All our military, at home and far away 
4.​     Babies 
5.​     Naps 
6.​     Bright stars on a clear night  
7.​     Warm cookies 
8.​      Online shopping  
9.​      Express lines  
10.​ Someone special to kiss on New Year’s Eve 
11.​    Warm blankets 
12.​    Photos from special events  

And I want to add one -  
13.​    The cross 

 
In 2026, may you find many things to be thankful for. Happy New Year!  

 
Blessings,  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pastor Leila 
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Church Leadership 2026 
 

The Board 
 

Pastor: Rev. Leila Blackburn 
Chair: Nancy Lathrop (2026) 
Vice Chair: Jennifer Herring (2027) 
 
SPRC: 
Jeff Johannsen (Chair) (2026) 
Lori Waters (2027) 
Pam Hinkhouse (2028) 
 
Trustees: 
Dennis Albrecht (2026) 
Linda Stoolman (2027) 
Rhonda Myrvik (2028) 
 
Finance: 
Connie Tisinger (2026) 
Gloria Scharnweber (2027) 
Finance Secretary: Holly Searson  
Treasurer: Ashley Kaalberg 
 
Lay Leader: Barb Wilcox 
Lay Member to  
Annual Conference: Ruth Blayer 
 
Alternate to Annual Conference: 
Barb Wilcox 
 
UWF/Youth Rep: Katie Sabourin 
 
Coach: Andy Corr (2027) 
 
 

 
 
 
Non Board Positions 
 
Nominations: 
Shirley Patrick (2026) 
Amanda Rushton (2027) 
Beth Johannsen (2028) 
 
Historian - Shirley Patrick 
 
Mission - Bob Cumings 
 
Resource/Asset Manager - 
Chris Kofoed 
 
Round Table Task Force - 
Jeff Johannsen (Chair) 
Ruth Blayer (Sec) 
Jennifer Herring 
Nancy Lathrop 
Holly Searson 
WBUMC Staff 
Volunteers 
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Bed Mat Ministry - Another 6 Bed Mats were Blessed during Worship 
Sunday, Dec 28.     This vital ministry continues to help the homeless in the 
Cedar Rapids area. With up to 12 ladies prepping bags, we have been able to 

deliver 40 bed mats to Willis Dady Homeless Shelter this year making a 
total of 199 mats given to the homeless since fall of 2019. This ministry 

could not happen without the support of so many!!  Please keep donating 
plastic shopping bags. Praise the Lord! 

 
 
 

Wednesday Night Discipleship Schedule: 
5:30pm- PreK-6th Grade Classes meet in classrooms 

6:10pm- Family Worship in sanctuary 
6:30pm- Supper in Fellowship Hall  

**(Parent required for students 5th grade and under at supper)** 
7:00pm-8:00pm- 7th-12th Grade J8:11 

 WND will resume in the new year on January 7
th
. 

 

Visit our WND office and supper supply wish list links below to help support this ministry 
 

 
 
 

WALMART WISH LIST ​  ​  WBUMC AMAZON WISH LIST 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We’d like to thank everyone who donated to the soup supper, all those who came 
out and ate soup, and a special thank you to all who helped prep, serve, and clean 

up! We couldn’t have done it without each and everyone of you!  
Thank you for your support! 
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https://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/4036253a-c92a-4101-8a53-eba2a260b2d7
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1VXWI489D7TKA?ref_=wl_share


 
 

2025 Mission Report: 
 
Thanks to your love for the Lord and your generous giving and support the 
WBUMC has given to the following missions in 2025: 
 
LOCAL -WB Bkpk & Student Assist. Fund, WB Food Pantry, WBARC, 
Christmas Families, Families Inc., Utility Assistance, Big Brother/Big Sister 
of Johnson Co., WB Police Drug Edu., Prayer Shawls/Quilts:    $3,892. + 
$4,120. In Kind = $8,012. (39% of giving) 
 
AREA WIDE – Southeast District Askings, HACAP, African Women 
Empowered Cedar Rapids, Willis Dady Shelter, Nourished in Cedar Rapids: 
$2658.10 + $1025. In Kind = $3,647.10 (18%) 
 
IOWA – IA Migrant Movement for Justice, Free Clinics of Iowa: $580. (3%) 
 
International – African Univ Scholarship, Babyfold Mutare Childrens 
Home, Grace Childrens Hosp in Haiti: $870 (4%) 
 
Where needed in IA, US, and International – United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, Missions Ingathering (Student & Personal Dignity Kits, Walkers, 
Sewing Machines), Heifer Int., 6 Special Sunday Offerings: $3,295.20+ 
$4,000 In Kind = $7,295.20 (36%) 
 
Total - $20,404.30 
 
A more detailed report is posted on the Missions Bulletin Board of the 
Fellowship Hall. If you would like to see other missions supported in 2026, 
please contact any committee member or better yet come join us! 

 
Missions Committee Members: Bob & Rosamond Cumings,  

Shirley Patrick, Connie Tisinger, Linda Albrecht, Barb Wilcox,  
Beth Johannsen, Pastor Leila Blackburn 
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WBUMC’s Financial Ins & Outs 

 

    January​         February​          March​     April               May 

Income: ​   $19,406.00     $12,236.00      $10,179.15 ​ $11,058.25     $8,846.77 

Expenses:    $23,093.41     $14,820.98      $14,905.35​ $17,489.90    $14,936.65 

​ ​  

    June​           July​​     August ​       September     October        November 

$20,367.00   $14,814.00   $8,321.00    $16,266.99  $15,018.85   

$13,118.12     $18,576.07  $15,636.00  $14,365.66   $19,831.78   $40,590.20 

(November paid 2025 apportionments of $22,597.90. $23,000.00 via investment interest) 

Income for November will be included in February’s newsletter 

 

ONGOING GROUP DATES FOR YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

If you would like more information on these groups below, visit our 
website:  Ministry-Menu-Brochure-2025 

●​ LIFE GROUP - meets once a month 

●​  C.U.P.S.  - meets each Tuesday 9:30-11 am 

●​ Thursday Bible Study meets weekly at 7pm 

●​ West Branch Seniors Potluck - 3rd Monday of every month, 12-1pm 

●​ Prayers and Squares meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:30pm 

●​ Mary/Martha Fellowship meets the second Thursday of the month at 1:30pm 

●​ BedMats meets the 2nd & 4th Monday of the month at 1:30pm  

●​ 9am small group meets every Sunday morning prior to Worship 

●​ Sermon discussion group meets each Sunday after fellowship at 11:30 

●​ Sunday Fellowship - fellowship hall after 10 am worship ALL are invited!   

●​ United Women In Faith meets as needed dependant on the time of year 

●​ Round Table meets on the first Thursday of the month 
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https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/12MX23W__eyd9iCTuS1QI8tzYvFypQ_Wf54PMts4vMS4/edit


 

 

JOYS, PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

CONCERNS AND THOSE NEEDING PRAYERS: 
  
 

Bob and Rosamond Cumings 
Family of Joan Gibson following her passing 
Tom Anderson’s niece, Laura Williams’ 
breast cancer diagnosis 
Diane Rotter’s recovery  
Barb Wilcox health 
Bob and Rosamond health 
Mark Scharnweber health  
Jodi Havill health  
Martha Luke recovery from hip surgery 
Phyllis Langenhan’s family in her passing 
Sara Hayward, Lynn Patrick’s sister A Fib 
Dynie Meyer, Lynn Patrick’s sister breast 
cancer 
Pastor Leila and family in the loss of her 
mother,  Betty Ann Blackburn 
Galen Patrick, Lynn’s brother treatment for 
leukemia 
Cousins’ family member cancer 
Maggie Mowery’s friend Angela 
Maggie Mowery and her parents 
Todd Stoolman  
Sharon Castelda, Ron Cousins’ sister 
Katie Herring's health  
Amanda Polson-Tinebra, Patrick’s 
granddaughter 
New members & Our Church Family 
Students and teachers  
Board, Staff and Pastor 
 

 
OUR NATION AND WORLD: 
 

Those affected by Natural Disasters 
Those affected by violence  
Those struggling with mental health  

Missionaries  
 
 
 
All in conflicts and countries in crisis  
Ukraine, Israel, Gaza and Lebanon 
Civil unrest in our country 
Our National, State, and Local governments 
Safety of servicemen, women & their 
families 
 
SENIORS WITHIN OUR CHURCH 
COMMUNITY:  
 

Crestview: Audrey Kofoed, Laura Slach 
Tipton Cedar Manor:  Clarence Crew 
Tipton Prairie Hills:  Ken Mather 
West Liberty Simpson Home/Heath Manor: 
Lucine Morrison 
Bridgewater: Chris Rushton 
North Liberty with her daughter: Bette 
Potter 
Atrium Village Hills: Ruth Lathrop 
 
Those who are caregivers 
Those walking the road of recovery 
Those grieving for loved ones 
Family members going through transition 
Volunteers: school, community, and church 

 

 
Would you like to contact a patient at UIHC? 
https://uihc.org/send-letter-hospitalized-patient 
 

Prayer Cards are located in your pews.  
Please share your joys with us along with your 

concerns. Be sure to note if this request is to be 
kept confidential or if you would like it to be 

shared with CUPS, Prayer Team and/or added to 
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https://uihc.org/send-letter-hospitalized-patient


the prayer list. Please have received permission 
for a name to be shared.  

Happy Birthday! 
 

1​ Sam Ogilvie 

4​ Katie Schieffer  

4​ Elizabeth Schieffer​ 
5​ Josh Mather  

5​ Jeri Connell 

7 ​ Kelsey Hoffman  

7​ Julia Herring 

8 ​ Denise Verlo  

9​ Kyle Soukup 

13 ​ Kelly Potthoff 

 

 

13​ Abbie Waterman  

15​ Amy Ogilvie 

16 ​ Ron Cousins 

17 ​ Adam Kofoed 

17 ​ Abby Dean 

18 ​ Nathan Hills 

19 ​ Matt Mercer 

22 ​ Susan Jackson 

22 ​ Shelley Warden 

22​ Emmersen Thomas 

 

 

22​ Brenna Connell 

23​ Skylar Yeggy 

24 ​ Cory Nalan 

27​ Deb Schoephoerster 

29 ​ Katie Sabourin 

29​ Madalyn Neuberger 

30 ​ Karley Staker 

30​ Lynn Freed 

31​ Dale Thomas 

31​ Daryl Olney 

 

 

 
Your Church Staff & Contact Information 

Office #: 319-643-5489  
Pastor: Pastor Leila Blackburn    

leila.blackburn@iaumc.net 
515-825-8430 

 

Youth Ministry Coordinator:   
kjsabourin@gmail.com 

Katie Sabourin 319-530-3963 

 

Office Administrator:   
Ashley Kaalberg   

Westbranchumc@gmail.com 
 
 

Music Director:  
123maggie9@gmail.com 

Maggie Mowery 319-321-5178 

 

Or Visit our website at www.westbranchumc.org 
 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  

Ashley’s office hours are Wednesdays 9am - noon. She can be reached at 

Westbranchumc@gmail.com anytime. 
 

 

In Person Worship Service @10:00 am Sundays 
Watch online live or at your convenience!   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMuP-ZY4cXONtAp5t6lHFkg 
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http://www.westbranchumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMuP-ZY4cXONtAp5t6lHFkg


 
WBUMC - 203 N. Downey St - PO Box 750 - West Branch, IA 52358 
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