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Greetings! 
This month we begin the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday is February 18th 
and like me, you may be thinking, "Lent already?" That's a fair question, 

because Easter is early this year. Easter Sunday this year is April 5th. 
Which is early, it can be no earlier than the 22nd.  

Yes, there is a formula for setting the date of Easter. In 325 A.D. It was 
decided that Easter was to fall on the first Sunday after the first full moon 
that follows the first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere. (You may 

not be surprised to discover that this was decided by committee).  
This Lenten season, the church will offer some ways to help you grow in 
your Faith. We will have an Ash Wednesday service on February 18th at 

6:00 pm (Check out next month's newsletter for more on Holy Week) 
We are hoping to do some Ecomenical services for Lent this year.  

We will have a Lenten Bible Study offered as well, it is called  
“Why Did Jesus Have to Die?” by Adam Hamilton.   

It will be offered during Sermon Discussion time and C.U.P.S beginning 
February 22nd. There is a video component for this study. 

The church also wants to invite West Branch Food Pantry donations each 
day of Lent. There is a calendar in the body of this newsletter that will be 
included in your bulletin and weekly preview like last year. Additionally 
during Lent, the Missions Committee will be inviting us to give donations 

again to the Heifer Project.  One of the traditional Lenten spiritual 
disciplines is giving. You are encouraged to join us for any and all of this! 

May the Lenten season find you drawing ever closer to the Lord  
who loves you deeply. 

 
Blessings,  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pastor Leila 
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Ash Wednesday Service 
February 18th @6:00pm - Stay for dinner after! 

 

ALL ages are Welcome!  

 
 
 

Wednesday Night Discipleship Schedule: 
5:30pm- PreK-6th Grade Classes meet in classrooms 

6:10pm- Family Worship in sanctuary 
6:30pm- Supper in Fellowship Hall  

**(Parent required for students 5th grade and under at supper)** 
7:00pm-8:00pm- 7th-12th Grade J8:11 

 

Visit our WND office and supper supply wish list links below to help support this ministry 
 

 
 
 

WALMART WISH LIST ​  ​  WBUMC AMAZON WISH LIST 

 

J8:11 Laser Tag  
 

J8:11 is looking to do Laser Tag at Apex at the Sycamore Mall  
on Feb. 22nd at noon or 1pm! 

Those who helped at the Soup supper will have their game paid for, all 
others will be $10. This is only for J8:11 members(7th-12th).  

Please let Katie know if your student would like to participate by Feb. 4th so 
that we can get our time slot locked in.  
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https://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/4036253a-c92a-4101-8a53-eba2a260b2d7
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1VXWI489D7TKA?ref_=wl_share


Lent Mission Project 

The Missions Committee hopes to support the same TWO missions this year as last 
year for Lent. (Ash Wednesday Feb 18 - Easter Apr 5) 

1. Heifer International with the goal to raise $480 to purchase 4 goats.​
        The gift of a goat provides milk, cheese and butter for nourishment.  On small 
farms, goats are often the key to a family's survival.  This donation also funds training 
for their care, boosts income through sales of extra milk, helps produce better crop 
yields by creating fertilizer, and benefits entire communities through "Pass on the Gift" 
(the first kid is given to another needy family). This truly is the gift that keeps on giving.  
Please put in the memo line Heifer Int and watch our 'white goats' transform into 
'brown goats' as funds are raised.  

2. The local West Branch Food Pantry.  
   ​ With the West Branch Food Pantry having a greater need, we hope to help fill 
that need. We have a  list of most needed Food Pantry items to be 'given up' each day 
during Lent. This list is below and will be in the bulletin the Sunday before Lent and 
also available on the table in the back of the sanctuary.  Please place these items in 
the box in the back of the sanctuary at any time.   Please bring perishable items to the 
church on Sunday mornings only (bold).  If you  would rather make a monetary 
donation, please put in the memo line WB Food Pantry and the Missions Comm. will 
purchase needed items. Missions Committee: Bob & Rosamond Cumings, Connie 
Tisinger, Linda Albrecht, Barb Wilcox, Beth Johannsen, Shirley Patrick, & Pastor Leila 

 
Feb 18 - Toilet Paper 
Feb 19 - Baby Wipes 
Feb 20 – Tissues 
Feb 21 - Dish Soap 
Feb 22 - Shampoo 
Feb 23 - Conditioner 
Feb 24 - Body Wash 
Feb 25 - Deodorant  
Feb 26 - Toothpaste 
Feb 27 - Toothbrushes 
Feb 28 - Coffee 
Mar 1 - Juice 
Mar 2 - Mustard 
Mar 3 – Mayo/ Spread 
Mar 4 – Ranch/Salad  Dressing 
Mar 5 - Taco Shells (hard/soft) 
Mar 6 - Sugar  
Mar 7 – Flour 

Mar 8 - Bisquick 
Mar 9 - Pancake Syrup 
Mar 10 - Breakfast Bars 
Mar 11 - Canned Chicken 
Mar 12 - Boxed Pizza Mixes 
Mar 13 - Ramen Noodles 
Mar 14 – Soup 
Mar 15 - Tomato Paste/ Sauce 
Mar 16 - Pasta 
Mar 17 - Chili Beans 
Mar 18 - Pickles 
Mar 19 - Canned Fruit  
Mar 20 - Fruit Pie Filling 
Mar 21 – Jello 
Mar 22 - Instant Puddings 
Mar 23 - Cake/ Cookie/ Brownies 
Mar 24 - Frosting 
Mar 25 - Jelly 

Mar 26 -  Spices 
Mar 27 - Hot Chocolate Mix 
Mar 28- 1 lb pkgs Hamburger 
Mar 29 - Eggs 
Mar 30 - Sliced Bread 
Mar 31 – Bar Soap 
Apr 1 – Ketchup 
Apr 2 – Diapers (any size) 
Apr 3 – Oatmeal/Cold Cereal 
Apr 4 – Fem Hygiene Products 
Apr 5 – Laundry Soap 
 
 
These items may be placed in 
the box in the back of the 
Sanctuary anytime. However,  
please bring perishable items on 
Sunday mornings only 
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SAVE THE DATE April 18th 8-noon  

Missions Garage Sale 
 

 

WBUMC’s Financial Ins & Outs 

  

2025 Income: ​      $202,024.96  

2025 Expenses:      $222,632.12 

 

 

 

ONGOING GROUP DATES FOR YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

If you would like more information on these groups below, visit our 
website:  Ministry-Menu-Brochure-2025 

●​ LIFE GROUP - meets once a month 

●​  C.U.P.S.  - meets each Tuesday 9:30-11 am 

●​ Thursday Bible Study meets weekly at 7pm 

●​ West Branch Seniors Potluck - 3rd Monday of every month, 12-1pm 

●​ Prayers and Squares meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:30pm 

●​ Mary/Martha Fellowship meets the second Thursday of the month at 1:30pm 

●​ BedMats meets the 2nd & 4th Monday of the month at 1:30pm  

●​ 9am small group meets every Sunday morning prior to Worship 

●​ Sermon discussion group meets each Sunday after fellowship at 11:30 

●​ Sunday Fellowship - fellowship hall after 10 am worship ALL are invited!   

●​ United Women In Faith meets as needed dependant on the time of year 

●​ Round Table meets on the first Thursday of the month 
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https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/12MX23W__eyd9iCTuS1QI8tzYvFypQ_Wf54PMts4vMS4/edit


JOYS, PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

CONCERNS AND THOSE NEEDING PRAYERS: 
  
 

Kofoed family in Audrey’s passing  
Lisa Corr’s brother Pat Bright - cancer 
Katie Herring Hospice 
Family of Carol Slach in her passing 
Bob and Rosamond Cumings 
Family of Joan Gibson following her passing 
Tom Anderson’s niece, Laura Williams’ 
breast cancer diagnosis 
Diane Rotter’s recovery  
Jodi Havill health  
Phyllis Langenhan’s family in her passing 
Sara Hayward, Lynn Patrick’s sister A Fib 
Dynie Meyer, Lynn Patrick’s sister breast 
cancer 
Galen Patrick, Lynn’s brother treatment for 
leukemia 
Cousins’ family member cancer 
Maggie Mowery’s friend Angela 
Maggie Mowery and her parents 
Todd Stoolman  
Sharon Castelda, Ron Cousins’ sister 
Amanda Polson-Tinebra, Patrick’s 
granddaughter 
New members & Our Church Family 
Students and teachers  
Board, Staff and Pastor 
 

 
OUR NATION AND WORLD: 
 

Those affected by Natural Disasters 
Those affected by violence  
Those struggling with mental health  
Missionaries  

 
 
All in conflicts and countries in crisis  
Civil unrest in our country 
Our National, State, and Local governments 
Safety of servicemen, women & their 
families 
 
SENIORS WITHIN OUR CHURCH 
COMMUNITY:  
 

Crestview: Laura Slach 
Tipton Cedar Manor: Clarence Crew 
Tipton Prairie Hills:  Ken Mather 
West Liberty Simpson Home/Heath Manor: 
Lucine Morrison 
Summit: Chris Rushton 
North Liberty with daughter: Bette Potter 
Atrium Village Hills: Ruth Lathrop 
 
Those who are caregivers 
Those walking the road of recovery 
Those grieving for loved ones 
Family members going through transition 
Volunteers: school, community, and church 
 
Would you like to contact a patient at UIHC? 
https://uihc.org/send-letter-hospitalized-patient 
 

Prayer Cards are located in your pews.  
Please share your joys with us along with your 

concerns. Be sure to note if this request is to be 
kept confidential or if you would like it to be 

shared with CUPS, Prayer Team and/or added to 
the prayer list. Please have received permission 

for a name to be shared.  
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https://uihc.org/send-letter-hospitalized-patient


Happy Birthday! 
 

1 ​ Martha Luke​  

2 ​ Ronnie Cousins​  

4 ​ Jessica Shultz​  

5 ​ Tim Wageman​  

6​ Abby Knoop​  
7 ​ Taylor Dannenfelser 

9 ​ Kassie Bailey 

 

 

 

 

9​ Chuck Donohoe​  

11 ​ Kris Brack 

11​ Lisa Neuberger 

12​ Jodi Oswald​​  

14​ Hannah O’Hara​  

15 ​ John Rushton​  

17​ Lexi Noble 

17 ​ Bailey Donohoe 

 

 

 

18 ​ Troy Vincent 

19 ​ Spencer Verlo 

20 ​ Renee DeJong 

23 ​ Nick Chiavetta 

23​ Trenton Schutte 

26​ Katie Dauber 

28 ​ Kirsten Nelson 

 

 

 
Your Church Staff & Contact Information 

Office #: 319-643-5489  
Pastor: Pastor Leila Blackburn    

leila.blackburn@iaumc.net 
515-825-8430 

 

Youth Ministry Coordinator:   
kjsabourin@gmail.com 

Katie Sabourin 319-530-3963 

 

Office Administrator:   
Ashley Kaalberg   

Westbranchumc@gmail.com 
 
 

Music Director:  
123maggie9@gmail.com 

Maggie Mowery 319-321-5178 

 

Or Visit our website at www.westbranchumc.org 
 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  

Ashley’s office hours are Wednesdays 9am - noon.  

She can be reached at Westbranchumc@gmail.com anytime. 
 

 

In Person Worship Service @10:00 am Sundays 
Watch online live or at your convenience!   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMuP-ZY4cXONtAp5t6lHFkg 
 
 

WBUMC - 203 N. Downey St - PO Box 750 - West Branch, IA 52358 
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http://www.westbranchumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMuP-ZY4cXONtAp5t6lHFkg

